THE MAN I KNEW

surrounded on three sides. They hung on, however, and
it was impossible to dislodge them from the village. This
was the first check? and the advance was necessarily held up
until the enemy could be driven out and the villages of
Ovillers and Thiepval, which were also still held by the
enemy, taken. To the north of the Ancre too, there was heavy
fighting, especially round the village of Serre. Douglas,
however, was very pleased with the early successes of the
morning and pointed out that on such a wide front the
struggle was bound to be severe and long-drawn-out. He
visited General Rawlinson, the Fourth Army commander,
and impressed on him the necessity of taking Fricourt, and
on the following day began the desperate attempts to capture
the village. Attacks were also made on La Boiselle and
ThiepvaL Douglas paid frequent visits to the army, corps
and divisional commanders and congratulated them on
their successes. He was particularly pleased with the work
of General Rawlinson and of Generals Home and Pulteney.
He also visited some of the casualty clearing stations and
found the wounded men wonderfully cheery and in good
spirits.

Fighting continued fiercely round La Boiselle and to the
south of Thiepval and considerable ground was gained
north of Fricourt. The total casualties for the first three
days* fighting were about 40,000* Douglas was at first much
concerned by the seemingly high figure, but he discovered
that it included a great many lightly wounded cases which
in other armies would not have been evacuated at all. Well
over 4000 prisoners were captured during the first phase of
the attack.

Douglas was visited by Generals Joffre and Foch, who
discussed with him their future plans* An argument arose as
to the advisability of carrying out Douglas's suggestion of
pressing an attack on LonguevaL Joffre thought it was more
important to capture Thiepval Hill first, and was not at all
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